[Clinical evaluation on isolation of Mycobacterium kansasii in our hospital].
We retrospectively evaluated 49 cases from whom Mycobacterium kansasii (MK) was isolated from 1992 to 2001 in our hospital. The annual numbers of MK patients have increased. One of the clinical characteristics of patients in our cases was relatively low rate of cavitary lesions. In 13 patients who had not fulfilled the diagnostic criteria of MK infection, the clinical disease due to MK did not appear at all during observation period ranging one month to ten years. These findings suggest that MK isolation from clinical specimens is not always considered clinically significant, but may be colonization.